
MINUTES OF THE

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF THE WINCHESTER HOUSING AUTHORITY
A regular of the Board of Commissioners were convened on June 10, 2008 at 7:40 PM at the Palmer Street Community Room, Winchester, Massachusetts 01890.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss regular housing authority business and conduct the annual meeting
I. QUORUM

A quorum was declared present based on the presence of the following Commissioners: Anne Bailey Berman, James Skahan, Jr., Richard Rohan and Elizabeth Ellis.

Other people attending the meeting were: residents Geraldine DiFillippo, Joyce Crist, Jeanne Kilker, Jeanne LaTorella and executive director Joseph M. Lally.
The Board of Commissioners took the following actions:

II. REPORTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The minutes of the regular meeting held on May 27, 2008 were approved by a unanimous vote of the Board as amended. 
Geraldine DiFillippo complained that the hot water on the washing machines in the community room was not hot enough. She once gain expressed her concerns about smoking and the effects of second hand smoke at the development. 
The Chair pointed out that the WHA has sent a letter of support for a ban on smoking in public housing to the Winchester legislative contingent, however, the WHA could not presently ban smoking in WHA housing unless the legislature changed the law. WHA legal counsel has informed the WHA that we cannot ban smoking on WHA property unless the law is changed to permit such a ban. 
Jeanne LaTorella stated that she has to run the hot water in her apartment prior to the hot water coming through the faucet and that she wastes 2 gallons of water.

Jeanne Kilker asked the Board to plant trees in front of the development to protect the buildings from the sun and wind. She suggested locust, maple and oak trees.

Commissioner Rohan reported that the Affordable Housing Partnership Board had discussed the following topics at their last meeting.  The Board discussed housing strategies and asked each member to rank order the following strategies in order of importance:

1. Inclusionary zoning

2. Continue 1st time home owners

3. Community Preservation Act

4. Control tear downs (“mansionization”)

5. Noonan Glen (2012 expiring use project)
6. accessory apartments

The owners of the Winning Farm property have filed a local initiative petition to make 20% of the units available to the 50th percentile of the median income for PMSA Boston. Presumably this would allow the Town to include all units at the development as part of the Town’s 40B inventory. The Partnership Board expressed dissatisfaction with the pace of the development.

The owner of the Boarding House at 219 Washington Street has obtained permissions to demolish the building. The Historical Commission voted to delay demolition for one year. John Surhbier reported to the Partnership Board that Caritas Communities may be an interested purchaser and may keep the building as a rooming house. It is the only rooming house in Winchester.

The Partnership Board supported the proposal by the WHA to purchase the George Road property.

The Town will receive additional funding for the Selectmen’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund from the owners of the Gables for the construction of additional housing units at the development. The Pansy Patch development is being delayed due to a hang up with the State Historical Commission about moving a farm house on the property.

The engineering study on the Lockeland and Highland Street properties was discussed and the executive director reported that it should be completed by Medford Engineering by early July.

Voted: To keep the offer from an owner to sell the property at 27-29 George Road to the WHA on the table. Approved by an unanimous vote of the Board.

The Chair asked all Board members to send her the evaluations of the executive director so that she can integrate them prior to discussing the director’s contract.

IV.
NEXT MEETING
 
The next regular meeting of the Winchester Housing Authority Board of Commissioners will be held on Tuesday, July 8, 2008 at 13 Palmer Street, Winchester, Massachusetts at 7:30 pm.
There being no further business, the meeting was duly adjourned at 9:47 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Joseph M. Lally

Executive Director
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